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In the claims: 

1 (previously presented) A method for maintaining a coimnunication session in a connnunication 
system in >vhich a wireless terminal device communicates via at least one of a plurality of wireless 
access point devices, the method comprising: 

detennixuxig that the communication session has or will be disrupted; 

saving state information relating to the communication session in a back end device 
operativdy connected with each of the access point devices, the back end device operable to 
contemporaneously save state information relating to multiple commimication sessions associated 
with multiple wireless access point devices; and 

subsequently re-establishing the communication session using the saved state infbnnation 
by communicating the saved state infonnaiion from the back end device to one of the wireless 
access point devices. 

2. (original) The method of daim 1, wherdn deterxnining that the communication session has or 
will be disrupted comprises: 

detennining that the communication session has failed. 

3. (ori^nal) The method of daim 1, i^^erdn detmnining that the conmumication session has 

Med comprises: 

monitoring for a predetermined signal; and 

£uling to receive the predetermined signal for a predetermined amount of time. 

4. previously pwented) The method of claim 1, wherdn d^enmining that the conmiunication 
session has or will be disrupted comprises: 

detemuning that disrupting the communication session is necessary or desirable. 

5. (original) The method of claim 1, wherdn saving the state information relating to the 
communication session comprises: 

saving the state infonnation for up to a predetennined amount of time. 
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6. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the commumcation session is associated 
with a first access point device and wherem re-estabUshing the communication session using the 
saved state information comprises reestabUshing the communication through the first access point 
device. 

7. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the communication session is associated 
with a first access point device, and wherein re-establishing the commumcation session using the 
saved state information comprises reestablishing the communication ses^on through a different 
access point device. 

8. (oii^nal) The method of claim 7, wherein re-establishing the comciunication session through 
the different access point device comprises; 

associating the state information with the different access point device. 

9. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the conmiunicalion session comprises a Bhietooth 
communication session. 

10. (presdously presented) A device for maintaining a communication session in a network in 
which a wireless tCTuinal device communicates via at least one of a plurality of wireless access 
•point devices, the device comprising; 

session monitoring lo^c operably coupled to determine that the communication session 

has or will be disrupted; 

state maintenance logic operably coupled to save state information from the access point 
device relating to the communication session, the state maintenance logic operable to 
conteiiq)oraneously save state information ndating to multiple communication sessions associated 
with multiple wireless access point devices; and 

session re-establishment logic operably coupled to subsequently reestablish the 
communication session using the saved state information by communicating the saved state 
information to one of the wireless access point devices. 
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1 1 . (origmal) The device of claim 10, wherein the session monitoring lo^c is operably coq^led to 
determine that the communication session has failed, 

12. (original) The device of claim 1 1, wherein the session monitoring logic is operably coupled to 
monitor for a predetennined signal and determine that the communication session has failed upon 
foiling to receive the predetermined signal for a predetermined amount of time. 

13. (previously presented) The device of claim 10, wherein the session monitoring logic is 
operably coupled to determine that disruption of the communication session is necessary or 
desirable. 

14. (oiigirial) The device of claim 10, wherein the state maintenance logic is operably coupled to 
save the state information for up to a predetermined amount of time. 

15. (origmal) The device of daim 10, wheran the communication ses^on is associated with an 
access point device, and wh«:dn the session re-establishment logic is operably coupled to re- 
establish the communication session througji the access point device using the saved state 
information. 

16. (original) The device of claim 10, wherein the communication session is associated with an 
access point device, and wherein the session re- 
establishment lo^c is operably coupled to re-establi^ the conOTunication session through a 
different access point device using the saved state infonnation, 

17. (origmal) The device of claim 16, wherdn the session re^stablishment log^c is operably 
coupled to associate the state Information with the difiPerent access p<Mnt device, 

18. (original) The device of daim 10, wherdn the communication sesaon comprises a Bluetooth 
communicarion session. 
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19. (original) The device of daim 10, wherein the device is a back end device that implements 
upper protocol layers of a wireless communication protocol 

20. (previously presented) A computer program for controlling a computer system to maintain a 
communication session in a network in which a wireless terminal device communicates via at least 
one of a phirality of wireless access point devices, the computer program compriang: 

session monitoring lo^c programmed to determine that the communication session has or vwll be 
dismpted; 

state maintenance logic programmed to save state information relating to the 
communication session, the state maintenance logic operable to contemporaneously save state 
information relating to multiple communication sessions associated with multiple wireless access 
point devices; and 

session re-estabUshm«it lo^c programmed to subsequently reestablish the conununication 
session using the saved state information. 

21. (original) The computer program of claim 20, wherein the session monitoring log^c is 
programmed to determine that the comuumication session has foiled. 

22. (original) The computer program of daim 21, wherdn the session momtoring logic is 
programmed to monitor for a predetennined signal and detennine that the communication session 
has feiled upon failing to receive the predetermined signal for a predetermined amount of time. 

23. (previously presented) The computer program of daim 20, wherein the session monitoring 
logic is programmed to determine whether disruption of the communication ses^on is necessary 
or desirable. 

24. (original) The computer program of dann 20, wherdn the state maintenance logic is 
programmed to save the state infoniiaiion for up to a predetermined amount of time. 
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25. (origmal) The computer program of claim 20, wherein the communication session is 
associated with an access point device and wherein the session re-estabUshment logic is 
programmed to re-establish the communication session through the access point device using the 
saved state information. 

26. (original) The computer program of claim 20, wherein the commuwcation session is 
associated with an access point device, and wherdn the session reestabhshment logic is 
programmed to re-establish the communication session through a different access point device 
using the saved state infonnation. 

27. (ori^al) The computer program of clahn 26. wherein the session re-establishment logic is 
programmed to associate the state information with the different access point device. 

28. (original) The conqputer program of claim 10, wherein the communication session comprises a 
Bluetooth conmiumcation ses^on. 

29. (original) The computer program of daim 20, fiirther comprising: 

protocol logic for implraaenting upper protocol layers of a wireless communication protocol 

30. (previously presented) A communication system comprising a number of wireless access point 
devices that each implement a first protocol layer of a wireless communication protocol and a 
back end device that implements a second protocol layer of the wireless conmiurocation protocol 
on behalf of the number of access point devices, \^*erein the back end device is operably coupled 
to save state information for a communication sesaon upon deteniiiiiiag that the communication 
session has or wfll be disrupted and subsequently re-establidi the communication session using the 
saved state information, the back end device operable to contemporaneously save state 
infonnation relating to muMple conomnumcation sesaons associated with multiple wireless access 
point devices. 
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31. (original) The comraunication system of claim 30, wherein the communication session is 
associated with an access point device, and wherdn the back end device is operably coupled to re- 
establish the communication session through the access point device. 

32. (original) The communication system of claim 30, wherein the communication session is 
associated with an access point device, and wherein the back end device is operably coupled to re- 
establish the communication sesaon through a different access point device. 

33. (origmal) The communication system of daim 32. wherein the back end device is operably 
coupled to associate the saved state infbnnation with the different access point device. 

34. (original) The comrauracation system of claim 30, wherem the wireless communication 
protocol comprises a Bluetooth wireless commumcation protocol. 

35. (original) The communication system of daim 34, wherein the first protocol layer is a lower 
protocol layer of the Bhietooth wireless communication protocol, and wbarein the second 
protocol layer comprises an upper protocol layer of the Bluetooth wiidess communication 
protocol. 

36. (origiiial) The communication system of daim 30. wherein the communication session is 
associated with a tetminal equipment device that comnmnicates 

an access point device, and wherein the back end device is operably coupled to detenoaine that tiie 
communication session is disrupted upon &iling to rec«ve a predetermined signal from the 
terminal equqmient device for a predetermmed amount of time. 

37. (previously presented) In a communication system in which a terminal device accesses a 
communication network through one of a phjraliiy of wireless access porat devices that implement 
a first protocol layer of a wireless communication protocol and a back end device that implements 
a second protocol layer of the wireless communication protocol, a method for moving the 
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termmal device from a first access point device to a second access poim device, the method 
comprising: 

saving state information for the terminal device by the back end device^ the back end 
device operable to contemporaneously save state information relating to multiple communication 
sessions associated with muhiple wireless access point devices; 

terminating communication with the tenninal device over the &st access point device; and 
re-establishing communication whh the terminal device over the second access point 
device using the saved state infbnnation. 

38. (original) The method of claim 37, wherein the first access point device is congested, and 
wherein r^-estabHshing communication with the tenninal device over the second access point 
device using the saved state infonnation is done to avwd the congestion at the first access point 
device. 

39. (original) The method of claim 37, wherein re-establishing communication with the terminal 
device over the second access point device using the saved state information is done for load 
balancing purposes to split network traffic between the first access pomt device and the second 
access point device. 

40. (original) The method of claim 37. wherein the first access point device and the second access 
point device are in different service provider systems/ and wherein re-establishing communication 
with the terminal device over the second access point device using the saved state information is 
done to move the temdnal device to a predetermined service provider system. 

41. (original) The method of claim 37, vrfienein re-estabhsHng communication with the terminal 
device over the second access point device using the saved state infbimarion is done Sar cost 
purposes to move the terminal device to a less ejqpenave access point device. 

42. (previously presented) In a communication system in which a tenninal device accesses a 
communication network through one of a phirality of wirdess access point devices that implen»ent 
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a first protocol layer of a wireless conumimcation protocol and a back end device that implements 
a second protocol layer of the wireless communication protocol method for using information 
related to the terminal device, the method comprising: 

saving infonnation for the terminal device by the back end device, the back end device 
operable to contemporaneously save state information relating to multiple communication 
sessions assodated with muWple wireless access point devices; and 

using the saved information. 

43. (original) The method of claim 42, wherein using the saved information comprises; 

u^ng tiie saved information for accounting purposes. 

44. (original) The method of claim 42, wherein using the saved information comprises: 

using the saved information for netwoik management purposes. 

45. (ori^nal) The method of claim 42, wherein using the saved infonnation comprises: 

uang the saved information for user tracking puiposes. 

46. (original) The method of claim 42, wherein using the saved infonnation comprises: 

using the saved infoimalion for user locating purposes. 
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